
The walk with Jesus is an adventure,
but it begins with a single step!

Class & Packet Outline:

● Welcome Letter
● Matthew’s call to follow Jesus (5 min.)
● Start with the Gospel (10 min.)
● Where does our authority come from? (5 min.)
● Hope City Church Discipleship Growth Model (10 min.)
● Taking the Next Step (10 min.)
● Closing & Questions

— Extra Resources —

If you’re new to Jesus or fairly new to Jesus:
● 30 Days through the Bible
● Experiencing God
● Knowing God

If you’ve been walking with Jesus for a while and looking for great content:
● Major Bible Themes
● Secret Power
● Mere Christianity
● Disciplines of a Godly Man

www.hellohopecity.com



Welcome:

Dear Adventurer,

The call to walk with Jesus is never easy, but it is definitely the most rewarding
relationship you will ever experience in this life! We could not be more excited about the
fact that we get to walk with you as you take the next steps of faith in this adventure
alongside Jesus!

Our mission at Hope City Church is to renew the hope in our city through the gospel of
Jesus Christ but how we do that, our heart here at Hope City, is to make disciples that
love Jesus, love one another and love our city. Everything we do is designed to create a
space where YOU grow in your relationship with Jesus! Today, we’ll be looking at where
our discipleship model comes from and why it will be so helpful in encouraging your
relationship with the Lord to strengthen and grow. Whether you’re a new believer and
wondering what to do next or you’ve been walking with the Lord for 40 years and you
hear God calling you to do and be more for Him and His kingdom… one thing is for
certain, it’s going to be an adventure! We’re just glad we get to do it with you!

God bless,

Daniel Sidler
Executive Pastor
daniel@hellohopecity.com
(623) 777-3351
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Matthew’s Call to Follow Jesus:

Let’s begin by reading God’s Word

Matthew 9:9-13
9 As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew sitting in the tax collector’s office;
and He said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed Him.
10 Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, behold, many tax
collectors and sinners came and began dining with Jesus and His disciples. 11 And when the
Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, “Why is your Teacher eating with the tax collectors
and sinners?” 12 But when Jesus heard this, He said, “It is not those who are healthy who need a
physician, but those who are sick. 13 Now go and learn what this means: ‘I desire compassion,
rather than sacrifice,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

What do you think Matthew’s Next Steps with Jesus were like?

Luke 5:27-29
27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi (Matthew) sitting at his tax
booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him.
29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and
others were eating with them.

● Matthew’s next steps were WITH Jesus!
● Matthew was so comfortable with Jesus, he brought Jesus into his house and introduced

him to ALL of his friends… sinners!

Have YOU ever experienced God calling YOU out of a “Tax Booth?”

● Have you ever heard the gospel (God’s “good news”) before?
● Have you been distant from God for a while and want to return to Him?
● Maybe you’ve been walking with Jesus for years but now you're wondering where your

journey with Jesus starts here at Hope City?

Which one do you think best describes you? Or is your situation completely different?
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Start with the Gospel:

The “Gospel” is just the teaching or revelation of Christ.

Romans 3:23
23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gracious gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

John 3:16
16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him
will not perish. but have eternal life.

  2 Corinthians 5:16-21
16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one by the flesh; even though we have known Christ by
the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, this
person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 18 Now all
these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their
wrongdoings against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us;
we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin
in our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

● He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf so that we could be seen as the
righteousness of God.

● If we understand reconciliation… We've been called to the ministry of reconciliation.

Have you ever thought of yourself as Ambassadors of a coming Kingdom?

What is the purpose of an ambassador?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Does an ambassador have any authority on their own?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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Where does OUR authority come from?

The authority of any officer is only as powerful as the power they represent.

John 15:1-11
15 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does
not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it
may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to
you. 4 Remain in Me, and I in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself but must
remain in the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are
the branches; the one who remains in Me, and I in him bears much fruit, for apart from
Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in Me, he is thrown away like a
branch and dries up; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are
burned. 7 If you remain in Me, and My words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and
it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so
prove to be My disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved Me, I also have loved you;
remain in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will remain in My love; just as
I have kept My Father’s commandments and remain in His love. 11 These things I have
spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

● Just as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself but must remain in the vine, so neither can
you unless you remain in Me.

● The one who remains in Me, and I in him bears much fruit.
● These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may

be made full.

Creating fruit creates joy!

What does it mean to “create fruit”?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Who is responsible for creating the fruit?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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Hope City Church Discipleship Growth Model

We are a “Walk with Jesus together” model instead of a “Come and learn” model
because we want to see people GROW in their relationship with the Lord.

John 1:43-51
43 The next day He decided to go to Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said to him,
“Follow Me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses wrote in the Law,
and the prophets also wrote: Jesus the son of Joseph, from Nazareth!” 46 Nathanael said
to him, “Can anything good be from Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47
Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite, in whom
there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered
and said to him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”
49 Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel!”
50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig
tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And He said to him,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending
and descending on the Son of Man.”

● Philip didn’t argue with Nathanael
● Nathanael was doubtful but he came
● Jesus was able to impact Nathanael in the way that he needed Him to

Jesus makes all the difference!

Why didn’t Philip waste any time inviting Nathanael to come and see Jesus?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

What was it that made the difference to Nathanael?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Did Jesus have plans for Nathanael?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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What does “Walk with Jesus Together” look like at Hope City?
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Taking the Next Step

If Jesus were calling you by name and inviting you to get out of your tax booth (comfort
zone) would you have the courage and faith to join Him in the Kingdom work He has for
you? Remember, we’re here to help every step of the way!

How? Take your first step at Hope City by jumping into one of our teams.

See the list of ministries that you can get plugged into right away and then fill out the
discipleship pathway form. *A background check is required to serve on ANY team.

Family Ministry:
● Teacher - Don’t be intimidated. We will give you everything you need and you could be

the one person someone always remembers as the person that introduced them to the
best news they could ever hear!

● Helper - Like a teacher but without any responsibility. You only have to help the teacher
with whatever they need. It could not be easier.

Hello Team:
● Greeters - Are you friendly? Can you smile and wave? You’re perfect for this team!

Literally, you’ll stand at the doorways and welcome people to church!
● Ushers - Are you good at helping people? Can you offer someone a Bible if they ask for

one? Occasionally you’ll have to pass out communion trays.
● Prayer Partner - Paul & Angie organize ALL of our prayer partner opportunities. Trust

us, you are overqualified to pray, even if you don’t feel like it!
● Baptism Team - Are you good at celebrating! This is the ministry for you; help people

walk through taking this awesome step of faith. Pat and Jessica lead this ministry and
they make everyone feel like fast-family here at Hope City!

● Safety Team - Are you a sheep dog that enjoys looking out for the safety of others? Can
you notice someone in need and approach with caution and compassion?

● Coffee Hub - Do you love to provide an inviting environment by offering warm
beverages and pastries? Kate leads this awesome hospitality team and our guests look
forward to it every Sunday morning.

● Online Campus - Love the online community? Lots of people plug in online before they
check out our family in person. Be one of the first to connect with those looking for hope
online! Robert is the team lead and he’s a fantastic prayer warrior.
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Sign Up to Serve!

Serving others is one of the most effective ways to live out your faith. In a world focused on
personal gain, there is perhaps no greater way to show others what a life devoted to Christ is
about. Step out of the tax booth and discover how God has created each of us to be a part of
the church body.

WANT EVEN MORE!?

Awesome! Register FOR OUR GROWTH CLASSES online at
www.hellohopecity.com/events

● 101 - Do Today That Which Will Create Who You Want to be Tomorrow
● 201 - Inspiring Change in Others
● 301 - Seeing What Jesus Sees in Others
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